DVERA Meeting Minutes

Date: 31st March 2008

Time: 7:00pm

Location: The Fletcher Moss

Meeting chaired by:
Andrew Simcock

Attendees: Peter Bird, Claire Duffy, Sue Royle, Rose Beeson, Peter Dovell, Peter Jordan, Y Tam,Peter Bird, Olive Sherry, Peggy Arnell, Chris Miller, Sylvia Hillier, Meg Boulton, Janet O’Brien, Kevin O’Brien, Phil Laxton, Ian Gilmore, Wendy Adams, Sue Wild

Apologies for Absence: Margaret Carr

Email address: dvera@live.co.uk

1 Actions

Action 1/1

Draft constitution handed out at the meeting. Copies will be emailed to all. Not completed as yet, action continues.









Action 1/1: AS/CD

Action 1/2

A meeting is to be arranged to discuss options regarding MMU expansion. The planning has application has yet to be submitted, when it is then we will assess its implications.
On hold.




Action 1/2: AS

Action 1/3

Aims and objectives: Input and ideas are requested.
Wendy wrote the piece for the leaflet which was well received, Claire to email copy to Peggy to edit for the constitution.
















Action 1/3: CD/PA

2 Previous minutes

General meeting held on 28th January 2008 – minutes accepted.

Committee meeting held on 10th March 1008 – minutes accepted.

3 Secretary’s report

A highlight of the both sets of minutes was read out.

4 Treasurer’s report

Bank Account application in progress all signatories signed up we are currently waiting on the bank to confirm the setup. Current balance = £119.40

5 Topics

5.1 Grant Applications

There is a new lottery based funding program aimed at groups such as ourselves. Community spaces is about regenerating and improving the environment in the local area and full details can be found at www.community-spaces.org.uk. Funding can be anything between 10-450K but must be for something that wouldn’t be done by a public provider. For example, street lighting or a fence around the park would be considered the council responsibility but a hedge in the park could qualify as it’s not something the council would be obliged to provide. This is a three year program so there is no rush to apply nor is it worth applying unless we have something that all residents would agree is worthwhile. 

Ideas suggested: 

· Renewal of a Hedge in the Park to ensure access to the park is through the correct entrances, 

· Some boundary walls are in a poor state due to youngsters climbing over them to get into and out of the park.

· The Trans Pennine Trail could be enhanced where it runs alongside our area.


More ideas and suggestions welcome at the next meeting.
Action 2/1: ALL
5.2 Aims and Objectives update

The Aims and objectives from the leaflet are to be edited by Peggy Arnell and submitted to Andrew for inclusion in the constitution.

5.3 DVERA website

The website has been created, the address to be issued to all members via email. Post meeting information: the website is called:
www.dvera.co.uk

Please review the website and make suggestions on what should be included.

Current suggstions are: Photos; Didsbury dates, e.g., the Festival; Links to other societies; Planning applications; etc.

5.4 Disbury in Bloom

Unfortunately the representative from Didsbury in Bloom was not available tonight, however Sylvia reported that we can have hanging baskets including the soil and plants for free, troughs and lamp-post hangings.

It was thought that troughs may cause parking issues and may result in being unofficial dustbins. The current plants on the railings are suffering from lack of care and need to have dedicated carers to water them. 

Elm Grove school to be approached to see if they would like to participate in the care of these plants, Sue Royle to ask the Head if a representative from the school can attend on the 12th May.


Action 2/2: SR
5.5 Didsbury festival

It was suggested that we do have a stall at the Didsbury festival (7th June) and use it to have a clearout sale with the proceeds going to charity. The cost of the stall is £20. Sue Wild to organise.



Action 2/3: SW
5.6 MMU planning application

The application has yet to be submitted, when it is we will organise a meeting to review the plans.




5.7 Street Party

The party is planned to run for about 3 hours, sponsorship from local business to be sort, a party subcommittee to be formed with Wendy, Sue Royle, Jan and Meg. An estimate of numbers is required, costs/payment, location to be determined. 

5.8 AOB

Alley gating

The Rushton alley gating took about 18 months to organise and it is advisable for one person to organise the residents for a particular section to reduce delays. 

Currently one side of Knight St is being organised and the odd numbered side of Grange lane has had its application submitted.

Recycling

There is an issue of the black recycling boxes being left full along the back alleys possibly because the owners expect the collection staff to collect from the back, but they only collect from the kerb. Also the bins are still not being put out regularly.

Jan has requested a recycling leaflet drop from the council and that should be done shortly.

We need to notify everyone about their obligations regarding bin collection i.e., when they are full put them out on a Thursday night and remember to bring them back by the end of Friday evening

Street Lighting

There is an issue with one of the street lights providing too much light into a house, there are means by which a shade can be place on the lamp to direct the light downwards only.

Youngsters in the Park

There have been more incidents of youngsters hanging around the park, if they are causing a nuisance then call the police on 0161 872 5050 report the disturbance and get a log number, only by having the evidence can we persuade the authorities to do more.

Grid blockages

The grid outside Nos. 2 and 4 Gilbrook are blocked and are causing flooding, the council have been contacted but they say that the access has been restricted because they can’t get their vehicle down the street (bin vehicle manages it?) and that a car was parked over the grid. We need to contact the council again and help them.

Next General Meeting:


Date:
9th June 2008
Time:
7pm

Location: Fletcher Moss

Agenda of next meeting: TBD
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